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SEC. CHRISTOPHER: Good afterncon. We've Just finighed &
briefing of & very lasrge number of senatora. I think they =all agreed
with us thest it vee much better to aveken this wmorning to the sounds
of pesce rether then the scund of bullets. Ve 8ll feel that the
agreenent that vae negotieted by President Carter, Beneral Povell,
Senator Nunn, wes & major schievement. It brings the resetoration of
democregy in Heiti much closer. It providee the opportunity for &
long-terw sclution to the migration problema. Fraom wmy own etandpoint,
it really ie & claseic case of pover being used in the gervice cf
diplomacy, Americen povwer in the service of Awmerican digplomacy.

I know you want to hear from the others here, o I'd like to turn
1 2t to Secretary Perry &nd Genersl Shalikaehvili, who might give you
an updete on the eitustion in Heatd. And then we'll want to hear, and
I knov you'll meet vant to hear fryom Benersl Powell and Senastor Nunn,
who haven't had much eleep in the leet 48 hours, but have once &agein,
e they so often heve in their cereer, contributed encormously to
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American well-being, and I think have done & great service for the
cause of peace.

Secretary FPerry?

11l

SEC. PERRY: Thank you. I want to reiterate the gecretery's
comments. (Our thanke to Senator Nunm, General Powell, and to former
Pregident Carter for really a very, very effective job of diplomacy.

We have -- I'1ll report to you very briefly that the ocperations in
ti are gaing very well to this peint. We have several battalions
forcese aslready on the ground there, and we established & command

nter in the airport. We have a battalion &t the port and will Le
ringing 2hkipe 1n there this=s afterncon for oif-leoading wajor
quipment, including Bredleys. '
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We have to this= point the complete cooperstion of the Haitian
miliitary. General Shelton wetr this morning with General Cedres, and
General Cedras affered hiwm his cooperation. ’

Su, 2o far Bc goed. I do want to caution you that thie i= & very
difficult and & risky cperation in many waye and there may be problems
ahead of us, but to thise point thinge are going very well.

General Ehali?

SEN. SHALIKASHVILI: Well, the aenly thing I would want to add is
to eay that as a =2cldier I am extraordinarily thaskiul to President
Carter and to Senstor Nunn end to Genersl FPowell because they, thirough
their very hard work, mesde it pogsible for scldierz2 to be entering
Haiti in & cocperative gpirit as oppoeed to in & fight.
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w xn ox fight.
And 2o, for & =scldier, that'e extrmardinarily gratifying.

The only other update that I can give you on how things are going
today ie to say that they are going very well =¢ far. We have, in
Ifact, the firet €-5 eircreft on the greound., The firet ro-ro ehip has
pulled up to the pier delivering equipwent. That’e going well. But
one word of caution to all of you: Thie ie the firet day in & long
geries of daeys, and it is too early to tell what the neut deye will
bring. And we as the militery end we g the nation muet bhe prepered
that cesuaslties £till could come and muset be prepared for the
unexpected. But ec far things are geoing very well.

Senator Nunnt
SEN. NUNN: Thenk you very much.

Rebuilding demacracy, which was one of President Clinton'e goals
in Heiti -- or building dewmocracy -- i & difficult proceses. It 1e
not accomplished by the return of one man, even & man who wae elected
by the overvhelming majority of the Haitian pecple. Eo Presideat
Arietide's seturn ie one itewm -- one importent item on the list. But
just es important, in my view, is the free and feir election of
parliament, which hae to take place under the Heaitien conetitution by
Decenber. We'sve in the Congresse of the United States novw, aad this
institution, ae unpopulesr as it ie at timee, even when we ehow up on
the polle eround 1@ percent favorebility, without the Congrees of the
United States you don’t have a democracy. The same will be true in
Hzi1ti. You will not have & dewmocrecy until you heve an independent
parliament, unatil you have & sound judiciesl eyetem, aad until the
other aingtitutzoene there are built or rebuilt.

€o thet ie cruciel, and I think our netion needs to focuse on

that, not that we will be basically delivering thet. That's up tc the
Hzitian people iteelf -- themselves. But our job there now and ocur
militsry Job i te provide etability, the eseentisl etability., It aie
my hope the international ecowmmunity will come in on the building oo
rebuilding phasse. We're going to have to heve & lot of help to do
that., Thiz ie & long-term process. Az Benersl Ehali esys, the danger
i 2ot over, but what we have had now ig perwmissive entry, which we

L seve hee seved a considerable number of lives.

€c have a long vay to go, but we've wmade 2ome substantial
progrese. Without General Fowell, without Preesident Carter, without
the estrong leadersghip of Pregident Clinton certainly, it would not
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have happened. Beneral Powell has tremendous credibility with the

Haitien wilitary and the Heitiasn people. He i= & herc.
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¥ u % hero.

He vwa& able to delivesr & very Btrang, ficw meesage to the Heitian
military and yet & very =Eeneitive meessge in crucial meetinge as to
what honor and country and courage meant, &nd whaet -- particularly in
thoee difficult circumeteances. So it‘e my pleasure to introduce
General Powell and I would alsc, s= I eaid thie wmorning, eay President
Carter'e leaderzhip vae absolutely indiepenesble., Hie initiative, hie
credibility because of his greast humaniterien work, hie deep Christian
bheliefe and the understanding of the people of thet country sbout his
se&ligicue and Christian beliefs, all of that played & criticel rale.
Generel Povwell, of couree, was indispencsable.

GEN. POWELL: Thank you, Senator. My colleagues have covered the
gituetion rether well. I don’t reslly have anything to edd except to
+ nk President Clinton end the menbere of hie adminietration for
gaving ue such splendid eupport, and I conzider myself to have heen
honored to gerve with President Carter and the distinguished genator
from Georgie, Senstor Nunn, on thise very, very important migeion,
which 1 believe hae been & success. Thank you.

%] (0ff mike) -- do you foresee hov long they*ll be there and
vhat puses the biggest thrests to them now?

STAFF: Last question.

SEC. PERRY: The multinational force which will be there for
geveral monthe -- the American troops that landed today were the
vanguard of that wultinational force. It‘s hard toc pul & epecific
time. At this point we can only describe the migsion they have to do,
and their mission ie teo gecure adequate order eoc thet ve can turn that
job ever to the United Netione farce which will come in efter that.
Thieg could take some months.

SEC. CHRISTOPHER: Thank you very much. We’re late.
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